
 

Four Years to Statehood 
A Curriculum for Missouri Elementary Schools 

Grades 3 - 4 - 5 

Covering the Years between Missouri's First 

Petition to Become a State and Its Final Admission into the Union 

(1818 - 1819 - 1820 - 1821) 

 

         

                                  



                 

     Sponsors 

These teaching units are sponsored by the Missouri Council for History             

Education, the Missouri Council for the Humanities, and the Missouri                  

Bicentennial Alliance.  They are provided free of charge and may be copied or  

distributed free for educational use.  The materials may not be sold without first 

obtaining permission of the authors:  mohistoryeducation@gmail.com.   Copies 

may be downloaded free of charge from the Missouri Council for History 

Education website: 

www.mohistoryeducation.org 

Appreciation 

The authors wish to extend their appreciation to the Missouri Humanities Council 

for their financial support, the Missouri State Archives for permission to use     

primary source documents, and the Missouri Bicentennial Alliance. 

Authors 

Gary McKiddy, Doctor of Arts.  Instructor at St. Charles Community College, St. 

Charles, Missouri.  Past President of the Missouri Council for History Education. 

Francine Davis.  Francis Howell School, St. Charles County, MO—retired.  Board 

Member, Missouri Council for History Education. 

Consultants 

Dr. Darwin Henderson, Professor of Literacy and Early Childhood Education,  

University of Cincinnati. 

  

 

 

 



 

Four Years to Statehood 

Purpose 

The teaching units in this packet are designed for use in elementary grades three 

through 5.  The goal of the authors is to provide activities which will excite 

students about the coming Bicentennial of the State of Missouri.  It is hoped that 

through exposure in the classroom to the rich history of our states that students 

will encourage their parents and other family members to participate in other 

activities sponsored by Missouri 2021 and the Bicentennial Alliance. 

Background 

 Elementary teachers are often charged with including Missouri history in 

their curriculum, yet there are few materials available to accomplish this goal.  

Teachers are left on their own to improvise activities dealing with the history of 

their local communities and famous Missourians.  The authors found this often 

resulted in a short unit on Native Americans, the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and 

also a few short lessons on famous people from Missouri (usually Laura Ingles 

Wilder, Mark Twain, George Washington Carver, and Harry Truman).  The 

attached lessons cover specific years and some of the cultural groups who 

contributed to the early history of the state (French merchants and miners, 

farmers from the American east, Native Americans, African-American, and early 

politicians). 

Educational Goals 

The goals of these units include introducing students to the cultures which 

contributed to the establishment of Missouri, to some of the people who 

influenced the development of the state in its early years and to the beliefs and 

customs of early Missourians.  Students will be encouraged to analyze primary 

source documents, maps, and graphics using higher level critical thinking skills. 

 

 



 

The activities are designed to engage students with the 5 C’s of historical thinking 

as outlined by Flannery Burke and Thomas Andrews.  In their article "What Does It 

Mean to Think Historically," Andrews and Burke identifed five skills students 

should master in order to understand and analyze history.  Students should 

understand: 

 Change over Time.  People lived differently in the past and applied the 

technology of the day to interact with their environment. 

 Context.  Using documents or imaginative play, students can understand 

why individuals in the past made the decisions they did.  This helps to create the 

"story" of history. 

 Causality.  Students try to explain why an event happened and what impact 

it had on future decisions made by individuals and nations. 

 Contingency.  Students learn than any event in the past is contingent upon 

multiple events and decisions.  For example, settlers from the east would not 

have migrated to Missouri in the early 1800s had not the United States purchased 

the Louisiana Territory from France.  Migration was also possible because 

following the War of 1812, Native Americans were moved to the western part of 

the state, thus making cheap land available.  Migration was also spurred by the 

increasing population of the United States and a rise in eastern land prices.  Thus, 

it took all of these conditions to encourage Americans to move to Missouri. 

 Complexity.  Historical events can often be seen from multiple points of 

view.  For example, the admission of Missouri as a state was controversial 

because whether or not slavery would be permitted would upset the balance 

between slave and free states in the U.S. Senate.  Statehood would also have an 

impact on various groups who had been in the state long before the territory was 

even purchased by the U.S.; eg. the French in Ste. Genevieve and the Native 

Americans.  As settlers arrived, it would also make it more difficult for those who  

 

 



 

traded with the Indians or relied on the sale of furs from hunting and trapping to 

earn a living, because the habitat of the animals they hunted would be replaced 

by farms and towns.  Statehood could be seen as a positive or a negative event, 

depending upon one's point of view. 

History Skills 

The article "What Does It Mean to Think Historically" from Perspectives on History 

can be accessed online. 

www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspe_on_history/january-

2007/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically 

Structure of the Units 

There are four units, one covering each year between 1818 and 1821.  Each unit 

begins with a short narrative about a young person who lived in Missouri at that 

time period.  The units may be reproduced for classroom use.  Following each 

reading, there are three activities.  Most contain a simple activity which can be 

accomplished by younger students and then questions for discussion or 

suggestions for further investigation by older students to develop critical thinking 

skills.  These involve research in books or on the internet as well as examination 

and discussion of primary sources, maps and graphics. 

Educational Process 

As the amount of time Missouri teachers are given for teaching Social Studies 

differs from district to district.  Each unit can be completed in a minimum of sixty 

minutes.  Older students may need more time for discussion, debate or student 

produced projects.  The units can either be taught within a single grade level--one 

per quarter--or they can be done one per year in grades 3 and 4 and then two in 

grade 5.  In addition to teaching the 5 C's of historical thinking, the units reinforce 

district in reading, writing, geography, economics and math. 

  

 



 

 

 Unit Outline 

 

1818 -  Ste. Genevieve Through the Eyes of 15 Year Old Joseph Bogy III 

 Topics include: 

 Trade in Ste. Genevieve and along the Mississippi. 

 The influx of Americans (down the Ohio by raft or flatboat) 

 Famous Missourians:  Bishop DuBourg, Moses and Stephen 

Austin, and Mother Rose Philippine Duchesne. 

 The concerns of citizens of French heritage about becoming an 

American State 

  Activities 

   1. The clothing of a trapper/trader in 1818 Missouri 

   2. Planning a trip to Missouri via flatboat 

   3. Letters or pictures from the frontier to friends far away 

 

As of February 2018, the units for 1819,1820 and 1821 are still under 

development.  They are scheduled for release on the MOCHE website during 

summer 2018.  Print copies will also be available at two educator workshops 

planned for fall 2018.  Check the MOCHE website for details. 

 

1819 - Arrow Rock Through the Eyes of Mohongo (Sacred Sun) a ten year old  

  Osage 

  Topics 

 Sacred Sun tells about her family's relationship to settlers 

 Indian Life along the Missouri- Kansas Border 

 Life in Arrow Rock in 1819 

 Native American concerns about their way of life after 

statehood 



   

  Famous Missourians:  Nathan Boone, Major George Sibley, George  

  Caleb Bingham, Frank White Cloud 

  Three Activities 

1820 - Pike County Missouri Through the Eyes of a Free African-American Boy 

  Topics 

 Life on the farm in rural Missouri 

 Visiting Bowling Green and seeing slaves sold 

 Free Persons of Color discuss the proposed Missouri 

Compromise 

  Three Activities  

1821 - Missouri Becomes a State Through the Eyes of Russella Easton 

 (daughter of Rufus Easton - Missouri's First Attorney General) 

  Topics 

 Moving from St. Louis to St. Charles 

 Participating in Statehood celebrations 

 Her father's concerns after the first meeting of the Missouri 

Legislature 

  Important Missourians: Governor Thomas McNair, Thomas Hart 

  Benton, Rose Philippine Duchesne, Duff Green, Mary Sibley 

  Three Activities 

    

  

 

 

  

  



 

1818 

Joseph Bogy III and Life in 

Ste. Geneveive, MO   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Joseph Bogy III as an Adult 

 

The Bogy House in Ste. Genevieve, built in 1806 

  



 

Joseph Bogy III 

  

 In 1818, Joseph Bogy III turned 15 years old.  He lived in Ste. Genevieve, 

Missouri which was already an old town.  French explorers had come here in the 

1680s from Canada.  By the mid-1700s, Ste. Genevieve was a busy port on the 

Mississippi River.  Lead, mined north of Ste. Genevieve, grain, and furs went 

south to New Orleans and then to France.  From New Orleans the citizens received 

items made of iron (like skillets, cooking pots, and shovels), glass beads, wool 

blankets and coffee and sugar.  What wasn’t used in Ste. Genevieve was traded 

with the Indians who lived to the west. 

 Joseph Bogy the First, Joseph’s grandfather, had the French title of 

Voyageur.   He was an explorer who came to trade with the Indians.  In 1818, he 

operated trading posts along the Arkansas River. 

 Like most of Ste. Genevieve, Joseph III and his father and grandfather spoke 

French.  When Joseph III was born in 1806, the Louisiana Territory no longer 

belonged to France.  The U.S. bought it in 1804.  The change in ownership did not  

affect the lives of the people in Ste. Genevieve.  They still spoke French, followed 

French customs and attended the Catholic Church which brought French speaking 

priests to the Louisiana Territory, and did more business with French merchants 

than with those in Spain or the U.S. 

 When Joseph III was four, his father built a beautiful house on Merchant 

Street.  There Joseph would grow up and live with his wife and children.   

 At 15, Joseph was no longer considered a child.  He traveled with his father 

to the lead mine in which they had part-ownership and helped his father with the 

store the family ran in town.  During the summers, he even spent time with his 

grandfather visiting their Indian trading posts.  While his father dressed the part of 

the town merchant, his grandfather still dressed in clothes made of deerskins like  

the Indians.  He had even learned to speak several Indian languages.  

 Joseph was now allowed to accompany his father to the weekly meeting of 

town leaders.  In the winter, they met on Sunday afternoon around the heating 

stove in the general store.  During summer, they met on the porch of  the hotel.  

This was a time for the ‘men folk’ to discuss business and politics.  Joseph listened 

and learned.  When a newspaper from St. Louis arrived, someone would be 



selected to read the major articles which the men would discuss.  Joseph felt 

honored when he was chosen to read. 

 The articles talked about the price of goods in St. Louis, plus events in New 

York and Europe; but the major topic in 1818 was the question of whether or not 

Missouri would be admitted as a state.  Would they be allowed to send senators to 

and representatives to the national government in Washington? 

 Joseph was proud his father was of the representatives from Ste. Genevieve 

to attend the meeting of the Territorial Assembly in St. Louis. It would write a 

constitution for the new state to be sent to Congress for approval.  The main debate 

was whether people in Missouri would be allowed to own slaves.  There were 

many slaves in the territory, even in Ste. Genevieve; but many people also opposed 

the idea of owning slaves. 

 In addition to discussing the issue of slavery, the men who met in Ste. 

Genevieve were concerned about what would happen to them when Missouri 

became a state.  Would English be the official language.  Would people be 

discouraged from speaking French?  What about their church?  Would people be 

discouraged from being Catholic?  What about their holiday traditions — like 

having a Christmas Dance and the Mardi Gras celebration?  

 The Frenchmen of Ste. Genevieve realized that many “English” were 

coming from the east. The French would soon be outnumbered.  Every spring, after 

the flooding ended, rafts of "English" arrived on the riverfront.  Many had 

ancestors who did not speak English when they arrived in America, but they soon 

learned.  

 One of those “English” who came that summer was Alexander Huffman, 

just six years old.  His father, Daniel, had sold their farm in North Carolina and 

moved the family to western Virginia.  There they bought wood and built a 

flatboat.  The family floated down the Ohio River until it joined the Mississippi 

River .  Then, using poles and keeping the boat near  near the shore, went up the 

Mississippi.  They went up the Illinois side to just past Ste. Genevieve and then 

pushed out into the river so that the current would take them across the river to Ste. 

Genevieve.  After it was their turn to cross, they watched in horror as another 

family's flatboat flipped over, dumping the family and all their belongings into the 

river.  The pigs squealed and the children screamed.  Alexander's father and other 

men swam to save the children and their parents, but their belongings sank and the 

pigs drowned. 



  

 The Huffmans and the three other families had been recruited to come west 

by Ste. Genevieve resident Stephen Austin.  His father, Moses, had received a 

large land grant from the Spanish in what is now Texas and they were dividing the 

land and selling it to people from the East.  When Alexander’s family arrived in 

Ste. Genevieve, they learned that Moses Austin was very ill.  There would not be a 

wagon train to Texas.  They were disappointed.  Instead, they rented a barn from 

Joseph’s father.  They made one end into a house and kept the animals in the other 

part.  Joseph had never seen such as house, but Alexander told him it was like the 

barn houses his ancestors built.  Alexander’s father earned money that winter 

repairing wagons and the next spring the family moved south to the Missouri boot 

heel. 

 Joseph prepared to returned for a few months of schooling.  Girls were 

usually taught at home by their mothers; but boys could go to a school run by 

Catholic priests recruited by Bishop Louis Debourg.  Bishop DuBourg celebrated 

Mass in Ste. Genevieve on his way to St. Louis in January of 1817.  DuBourg had 

also recruited several nuns of the Order of the Sacred Heart who would arrive in 

St. Louis in 1818.  Later they moved  to St. Charles.  One of these was Mother 

Rose Philippine Duchesne.  She was recognized as a Catholic Saint in 1988 

because of the work she had done teaching both French and Indian children. 

 By winter, Joseph’s friend, Alexander, had moved and school had started.  

He was back to the usual routine, but life would soon be exciting again as he took 

an interest in a local girl, Eleanor Valle.   In 1818, the 15 year old Joseph didn’t 

know he marry Eleanor, become an Indian Commissioner, serve in both the 

Missouri House and Senate, and run for Lieutenant Governor, nor that his great-

great-grandson, Christopher Bond, would represent Missouri in the Senate of the 

United States. 

 

 

 



 

1818 

Activity One 

The Clothing of a French Voyageur 

 

1.  Copy and distribute the graphic showing the clothing items worn by a French 

Voyageur in North America.  Before the students color the items, ask them of what 

materials they are made (deer skin, beaver skin, fox or rabbit fur, metal, trim of 

glass beads).  From where would them get these materials?  Did they trade for the 

skins and furs?  Why did they use the materials they did?  Did they use a needle 

from France or one of animal bone to sew items together?  From where did they 

get items such as the knife? Guess the function of each item.  

2. Older students may wish to use the internet to research what clothing would 

have been worn by townspeople, such as Joseph's parents?  What garment would 

have been worn by young children?  They may wish to do a collage showing varies 

type of clothing.  A good printed resource is Carl Ekberg's Life in Colonial Ste. 

Genevieve, pages 314-317.  On the internet look at the site: Museum of the Fur 
Trade | Coureurs de bois (Pre 1900)  Using the internet, translate the name of each 

item of clothing. 

 

3.  To illustrate Change, students may be asked to discuss how their clothing 

differs from that of the citizens of Ste. Genevieve.  From where do their clothes 

come?  What clothing is worn for "dress" and what for "everyday?"  Why are blue 

jeans so popular? 

  

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/534802524477978884/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/534802524477978884/
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Activity II 

Traveling on a Flatboat 

1.  Duplicate the page showing men on a flatboat or have students draw their own 

boat following instructions from the Youtube video listed below.  Have the 

students decide what they would bring with them if they were moving to Missouri 

in 1818 and had to travel down the river like the Huffman's.  Remind them, there is 

no electricity. They will need to bring items so their father can establish a business 

or a farm.  As farmers, they would need to bring family items, animals, feed for the 

animals and tools.  The items can either be drawn on the graphic of a flatboat or on 

another piece of paper and then cut and pasted on to the graphic of a flatboat.  

After each student has completed their flatboat, do one for the class.  There is only 

so much room on the boat, so not every student can get all of their items on the 

boat.  During the discussion, have students debate for or against taking certain 

items; for example, a piano would be nice, but it's far too heavy and takes up too 

much room.  

The website: http://steamboattimes.com/flatboats.html has articles and pictures of 

various types of flatboats used on rivers in America. 

The St. Louis Art Museum has several George Caleb Bingham photos of Missouri 

River flatboats.  Their website is: www.slam.org 

2. Fourth and Fifth grades might find a map showing the Ohio and Mississippi 

River Valleys as well as the Cumberland Gap through which settlers from the 

Carolinas would need to travel to reach the Ohio River.  They can then locate a 

point along the Ohio where the Huffmans might have built their flatboat.  Ask 

students to calculate the distance the family would need to travel to reach Ste. 

Genevieve.  How long would it take to make this journey?  (The river current  

 

 



flows at .5 miles an hour).  What problems might a family encounter on this 

journey?  Why would one risk these perils to come west? 

Things to Put on the Boat 

The Missouri Historical Society has a selection of articles which would have been 

used by early settlers coming down the river. 

http://mohistory.org/collections?text=settlers%20ste.%20genevieve&decade=1810-1819 

Another site with photos of items used by settlers is "15 Tools Which Helped 

Pioneers Survive on the American Frontier" (some of them are later than 1818) 

https://gizmodo.com/15-tools-that-helped-pioneers-survive-on-the-american-f-577187190a 

A site for farm animals is "Farm Animals of the Prairie" 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHFX_enUS693US693&biw=1536&bih=779&tbm=isch&sa=1&e

i=Rut0WpLgOIqd5wLusaGgAw&q=farm+animals+of+prairie&oq=farm+animals+of+prairie&gs_l=psy-

ab.3...5292.6790.0.7851.9.9.0.0.0.0.117.850.7j2.9.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.o_a1iFV8EUY 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

Cedar Writing Box -- It would 

contain paper, ink and a quill pen 
Sauce pan for use in a fireplace.  The one 

belonged to the Valle family of Ste. 

Genevieve. 

http://mohistory.org/collections?text=settlers%20ste.%20genevieve&decade=1810-1819
https://gizmodo.com/15-tools-that-helped-pioneers-survive-on-the-american-f-577187190
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHFX_enUS693US693&biw=1536&bih=779&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=Rut0WpLgOIqd5wLusaGgAw&q=farm+animals+of+prairie&oq=farm+animals+of+prairie&gs_l=psy-ab.3...5292.6790.0.7851.9.9.0.0.0.0.117.850.7j2.9.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.o_a1iFV8EUY
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHFX_enUS693US693&biw=1536&bih=779&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=Rut0WpLgOIqd5wLusaGgAw&q=farm+animals+of+prairie&oq=farm+animals+of+prairie&gs_l=psy-ab.3...5292.6790.0.7851.9.9.0.0.0.0.117.850.7j2.9.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.o_a1iFV8EUY
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHFX_enUS693US693&biw=1536&bih=779&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=Rut0WpLgOIqd5wLusaGgAw&q=farm+animals+of+prairie&oq=farm+animals+of+prairie&gs_l=psy-ab.3...5292.6790.0.7851.9.9.0.0.0.0.117.850.7j2.9.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.0.0....0.o_a1iFV8EUY


Flatboats on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 

 
For instructions on how to draw a flatboat, check the following Youtube video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRHudDqHScY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRHudDqHScY


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1818 

Activity III 

A Creative Writing Assignment 

1. Ask students are to write a letter from the point of view of one of the following 

persons mentioned in the reading about Joseph Bogy III. 

 a. Joseph to a friend in New Orleans about some event in his live in Ste. 

Genevieve 

 b. Joseph's mother to a friend in Canada about the house her husband built in 

1806 and how it differs from other houses in Ste. Genevieve  (architecture in Ste. 

Genevieve is available on several websites). 

 c. Joseph's grandfather to Joseph about Indians with whom he trades in 

along the Arkansas River. 

 d. Alexander Huffman to a friend in North Carolina about the strange life of 

the French in Ste. Genevieve or about the problems they encountered while on the 

flatboat. 

 e. Eleanor Valle about the priests and nuns from France. 

2. More advanced students may wish to make a poster or tri-fold brochure about 

Ste.  Genevieve.  It can either be dated 1818 to encourage people to move to 

Missouri or dated today telling people what they would see if they visited "Historic 

Ste. Genevieve.  (A good website for this assignment is 

www.howlingpixel.com/wiki/Ste_Genevieve-Missouri) 
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